
2017 Diocesan Appeal – Journey of Hearts and Hands 
 
It is my privilege to serve as one of the newest members of your parish council and I just 
want to take a couple of minutes to talk to you today about the 2017 Diocesan appeal, 
“Journey of Hearts and Hands”.  
 
Now, we all know that Father David doesn’t like to talk about money, much less ask people 
to give up some of it. We Catholics like to think that our priests and nuns take vows of 
poverty or at least live simple lives, and so we shouldn’t expect them to sully themselves 
with talk about money. But money itself is not necessarily bad -- without it our parishes 
could not operate, missions and outreach to the poor would be ineffective, faith formation 
programs would dry up and our Catholic Schools would become dilapidated from lack of 
maintenance and repair. 
 
Today I am going to ask you to consider going above and beyond your already generous 
gifting to consider making a donation toward our diocesan appeal.  
 
Your contribution will help fund a number of worthy projects. The diocese has set an overall 
target of $750,000 which would be distributed so as to support missions and outreach to 
small communities on the Island that are in need, for religious education and faith formation 
programs including youth ministry, to provide funds to support pensions for clergy when 
they retire, for Island Schools to ensure there is adequate maintenance and seismic 
improvements, and for parish projects of various kinds. For example, in our church money 
will help build a second bathroom in the current coffee room. In addition, plans are to make 
the Peace Room part of the Sacristy by making one big room, and to convert the Alb robing 
room into a confessional.  
 
The goal that has been set for Sacred Heart parish is to have 150 participating families and 
raising $42,000 for our parish. Considering that we have about 600 active families in this 
parish, I think this is pretty conservative so I am very hopeful that we will exceed this goal, 
with your help. I would humbly ask you to reflect on the needs of the diocese as I have 
briefly outlined and consider what you feel you can manage as a donation. There are various 
options for gifting and you can make either a monthly or a one-time donation, your choice. 
 
If you would like more detailed information on the appeal, or to view the renovations 
proposed for our church as I just described, there is information available at the entrance of 
the church.  
 
On behalf of Parish Council, I thank you for your consideration and we are most grateful for 
any contribution you can make. 
 
 


